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Please consider us in the third world. Our hospitaed the support of biomedical techs to repair o
equipment but more than that, to teach nationalsurstaff to maintain our equipment.
Eleanor Turnbull - see note below

Eleanor Turnbull - Baptist Haiti Mission: The quote above under the banner is from
Eleanor Turnbull who married a preaching missionary Wallace Turnbull iniHdite
1940’s. They were the guest speakers at the Technical Exchange for Chrestitc&te
conference in Kingsport TN last week. Eleanor told me of a picture she sawtiinAdai
man asked a young Haitian boy, “What do you want to be when you grow up?” and the
boy replies, “VIVANT!” Life is fragile in third world countries and espaty hard on
women and children. ‘Vivant is French Creole for ALIVE!

Wallace, Eleanor and her mother Bertha Holdeman started Baptist Haiomiidsspital

on the front steps of their house working out of a wooden box on Bertha’s lap on the front
porch steps in 1947. For Bertha's story go to this link
http://www.bhm.org/ministry/medical.htnfior the hospital and mission history and needs
follow this link http://www.bhm.org/index.htniThis is now an one hundred bed hospital
serving some of the poorest people in the western hemisphere. This couple has 114 years
of medical mission experience between them! Eleanor is very vocal about puting

biomed tech training school at this hospital. Friends, | ask you, what can we do about it?

“If one man dies, it is a tragedy; if a thousand men die, it is a statistic.” —
Phillipe Berthelot

In this issue we will focus on training of nationals and other training prograhese are
several opportunities for USA based biomeds to help if willing to travel. Inienaht
Aid MET program will be the showcase ministry. But there are other artalleing
about Worldwide Lab Improvement and Pat Barnett in Kenya. All these diracte
training others to do what biomeds do best.

“We should give as we would receive, cheerfully, qui ckly, and without

hesitation; for there is no grace in a benefit that sticks to the fingers.” —
Seneca, Roman statesman and author

Life without Jesus is like a sewing machine that's come unthreaded;

passing over and never sewing a thing.
Elderly Haitian mountain man to Eleanor Turnbull
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International Aid has developed a strategy for Medical Equipment Trainind X k&t
includes the provision of repair manuals, tool Kits, test equipment and training workshops
for hospital maintenance workers in developing countries.

International Aid is currently conducting or
supervising MET courses at host colleges in
Ghana, Honduras, Kosovo and the
Philippines. The Kosovo and Philippine
projects have been nationalized. Other sites
are being explored for potential partnerships.

We have three formats to choose from through
which we conduct six four-week training
sessions (24 weeks). In Ghana and the
Philippines are conducted in two four-week
sessions per year over three years. And in
Honduras we are running all six four-week sessions
Billy Teninty, MET Director for in a twelve-month period. In each format, we cover

International Aid Instructs a all minor and major types of surgical and
Medical Equipment Training monitoring equipment from blood pressure
class in Bangalore, India in apparatus and sterilizers to cardiac, x-ray and
February 2000 clinical laboratory equipment.

Each of the above locations is designed to become an international training site (i
Kosovo & Philippines). Hospitals from provinces in these and nearby countries are
invited to take advantage of the training opportunity. Ghana MET for example has
students from Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia,
Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Zimbabwe.

Health workers who receive training on the repair and maintenance of biomedical
equipment and health workers who use that equipment in the diagnosis and treatment
of disease will directly benefit from this program. Patients of all ages,seek

medical assistance requiring diagnostic tests or needing biomedical equipnthent



provision of theircare will also benefit significantly. This program has the potential
to impact the health and well-being of many millions of people in each project
country.

To equip and train indigenous hospital maintenaat to:
Understand how to operate a large variety of mééigaipment
Initiate and carry out a scheduled maintenancerpmg
Initiate and maintain a medical equipment inventory
Perform Preventative Maintenance on medical equippme
Troubleshoot and repair faults
De-solder and replace components on printed circuit
boards
Improvise using substitute components and material
Initiate and maintain a maintenance log on equigmer
Judge and make recommendations to remove from
service equipment which is unsafe or unfit for Hert

service

Train equipment users to correctly operate andoperf
user maintenance on medical equipment
Train peer and subordinate staff to maintain, tkestioot and repair

medical equipment



To continue training programs in Ghana, Hondurasad<o and the
Philippines
Initiate training courses in Indonesia and Afghtams

Explore other sites for training

Editor’'s Note:

I had the distinct pleasure of interviewing Billy Teninty first weekend ard¥l at the
Technical Exchange for Christian Healthcare Spring Conference ingGrigeN.

Billy was given a plaque of appreciation and much deserved recognition for lkis wor
in missions and support for TECH and its member ministries. He is the driving force
behind the innovative MET programs highlighted above.

Billy and | strongly agree on the issue of providing nationals with the education and
tools to do the job! We can go into a country and help a great deal by repairing
equipment — that is what we do here at MedEquip Missions. But we have to leave and
go back which is expensive. The way that we can leave a long lasting economical
solution to the problem of equipment repair and maintenance is to train the local
nationals to do what biomeds do.

With recent tragic events doors have been opened to allow the setting up of MET
programs in Indonesia and Afghanistan. Billy will need our prayers as he globe hops
this next year setting these programs in motion. The other need will be fordbiome
techs that have a desire to teach to commit to 2 to 4 week to teach in thesestaciliti



The programs in Kosovo and the Philippines are nationalized and self sustaining for
the general education issues. But there are needs for specialty trainingamcray
ultrasound. If interested please contact Billyt@tintyb@internationalaid.or@The

way Billy ‘rock hops’ it sometimes takes awhile for him to respond to emails, be
patient!) | would ask that if you hook up with Billy and go and serve in one of these
settings please keep notes and send us a report that we can print in this newsletter.
Another problem that has arisen is the need for budgeting and managing equipment.
These programs send trained individuals back to their hospitals where they find and

are prepared to fix the problem, but there is no plan for spare parts or replacement. So

International Aid is starting Medical Equipment Management course tdrigete

hospital management to teach how to plan ahead and budget for these needs.

As | look over some of the stats that Billy provided | am amazed what hasibee

since the first school opened in 1998 in Ghana. 15 countries and 214 hospitals have
been blessed with trainees, tools and testing equipment. Here is a missionanaking
long lasting, permanent effect in medical care. Get your passport and gbiselp t
brother make an awesome difference in the field of medicine.

NOT ENOUGH ROOM!

There are two other works | would like to highlight especially as we d&iadgaabout
educational opportunities. We will save them for next month’s newsletter. Just a bri
mention of each, however.

First is Worldwide Lab Improvement in Michigan is training interested Higbalc
seniors and college level folks on a few pieces of equipment and sending to the field
for a few weeks along with a trained biomed tech.

Second is Pat Barnett in Kenya who installs x-ray units and is adding the ti@fining
nationals to her list of hats to wear.

More on these ministries in next months newsletter.

SCORE: CURE International, a ministry in Lemoyne PA wasganted in
the last newsletter as having a need to repair fmugment that is being
sent overseas. Two of you on this list have redpdrio that needAll

right! We almost went Pentecostal in the office here! Réjat it just low
enough that we flew under the Presbyterian raddrarother offices here at
MedEquip Missions, a ministry of Helps InternatibNanistries
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Bezalel called... equipped... atolteach

Ex. 35:34 and he hath put in his heart that he teagh, both he and Aholiab, the son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan.

Ex 35:35 Them hath he filled with wisdom of he&wstwork all manner of work, of the engraver,
and of the skillful workmen, and of the embroideierblue, and in purple, in scarlet, and in fine
linen, and of the weaver, even of them that dowaosk., and of those that devise curious work.



In the last newsletters we discussed the calling and equipping of God oe tifeRdzalel. God'’s
calling gives purpose to our lives. His equipping gives us the alalftyftll our purpose. As
biomedical technologists | have assure you that your skills are needagdltbut the world and
could be literally lifesaving, life changing for many in the world. Yow dhd work has
purpose. Now | want to encourage you to pass it on.
This month we will talk aboueaching.. Our friend Bezaleel was called to do the work by name.
The work and Bezaleel's life had purpose. | believe Bezaleel jumped out of thee morning
thinking about what was to be done today. He was excited about his work. HMedédtas a
blessing from God. But God had one more thing for Bezaleel to do and that was to teach the
things he knew.
God gave the design to follow, the skill to manage the work,, the technicéb slo the work
and in Ex. 35:34-35 we see God gives the desire to pass these things on to those wled &ve cal
help.
| will be the first to say that not all are called to be teachersed®8:1 is proof of that. “Be not
many of you teachers, my brethren, knowing that we shall receive hpaigerent.” | believe
James is speaking of teaching the Word of God here. The principle of teachingehasvev
salted throughout the Scripture. The word ‘teach’ is used over a dozenrtidoésand | think 11
times in Psalm 119. The word ‘teach’ or one of its forms is found over 240 times\attd of
God. Itis important to pass on what we know to benefit others and the next generati
Luke 6:38 Give, and it shall be given to you; gooeasure, pressed down, and shaken together,
and running over, shall men give into your bosdfor with the same measure that ye give to
others, it shall be measured to you again.

We are guilty, especially here in the USA, of applying this verse to only narmegterial
goods, aren't we? But, teaching what God has taught to the next generatiorbadtteeain
need of skill and knowledge is also a way to give something of immense vaoesalying this
In particular to the biomed techs that are overworked in directonissi know of no other group
of people that work as long and hard as you do. There are few other groups batsidad of
sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ that can give something of more valoedimgasure,
pressed down..... (and) the same measure that you give to others, it shadidoead to you
again!”

There are too few of you. It is easy to go ahead and do this thing for yourselily @lee are
going to leave something of permanence in our wake, we need to teach. The snaehiurk
on are going to fail.... again. We are going to move on to some different task or @vénvds
working over 15 hour days several days in a row at my first paying job aftegeolvhen an
orthopedic resident said, “What are you doing still here?” | answeragdhpride, “Working!”
To which this resident pointed out that | could die that night and while theuld be some
sadness in a few of them, they wouldn’t even cancel one surgery because oftnialaaxt
day. You know that turkey is right.

Teaching those that are coming behind us is the only way to leave a maninaheece. Even if
we invent something that makes its mark for centuries we are tikbly forgotten. (What is the
name of the guy who invented the wheel?) So my point is to challenge the missioditabme
technologist to approach your ministries, (International Aid, World Medical
Missions/Samaritan’s Purse, any others with mission presence) to allow take tbiomed techs
with you where you can plan ahead. | know there are trips quickly planned whereutdde
impossible. Let’s start teaching the special needs and nuances thatruls iftithe medical
missions fields around the world fell so acutely.

Back to the Biblical text. Notice that Bazaleel even superviseseilvers. Now | know most of
you would struggle to sew a button on your shirt, so | wanted to point this out. Therddst w
(and like Paul’'s writings this will be the last word... yeah, right) ilbtéer is translated cunning
work in King James Version or skillful works in American Standard derssmachashabalor
machashabethnd its most literal translation is MACHINE! So rest assured Baygaleel and



Aholiab were not girly men, but folks just like you. He would have been comfortaipdeir

shop.

The God that equipped Bezaleel is the same God that equips us to do the wskk bfeus and

to teach. Not all will have the same gifts — praise God! What is your ispeadiing? What are
your gifts and skills? Are you gifted in teaching those skills?

As biomed techs you may or may not know that what yodaganandday outis extremely
valuable to medical missions overse&sGod calling you to use what you see as ordinary daily
grind in an extraordinary way?

Heard through the door of the psychiatrist’s office: “You do not have an infeity
complex - You are inferior!”
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Biomeds for Christ

c/o MedEquip Missions, a ministry of Helps International Ministries
573 Fairview Road
Asheville, NC 28803

Phone:
(828) 277-3812
Fax:

(828) 274-7770

E-Malil:
Dmccutcheon
@helpsintl.com



