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So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, 
then your are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make 
you free.”  (John 8:31-32 NASB) 

Quote:  Men stumble over the truth from time to time, but most pick themselves up and 
hurry off as if nothing happened. 

– Sir Winston Churchill 
(1874-1965) 
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How can you help in missions?  We will highlight a couple of novel ideas. 
MedEquip Missions, a ministry of Helps International Ministries, is highlighted in this 
letter.  After a brief history we will share the results of a recent biomed team to 
Guatemala. 
The devotion is from Galatians chapter 6.  
Feel free to comment or make suggestions for future letters.  
dmccutcheon@helpsintl.com  
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Biomed techs can help missions and humanitarian aid projects in a number of ways.   
 
Marty Hand picked up the phone on at least two 
occasions and ‘called a friend’.  Now he didn’t win a 
million dollars, but he did do something priceless.  
We were fixing an infant incubator and got an error 
code.  As is often the case, there was no manual for 
the unit.  Out comes the cell phone in east 
Dominican Republic and Marty calls a co- worker in 
Huntsville Alabama and gets the company number.  
After a brief call to tech support we were able to 
deliver to the pediatric unit a working unit.  You can 
see the smile on her face behind the fan.   
Being available to receive phone calls from mission biomeds in the field is one of many 
ways biomed techs at home can help.  Would you be willing to place your name and the 
equipment you specialize in an “on call data base” for biomed mission teams?  Let me 
know. 
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Jim Moore and I started MedEquip Missions in his basement garage 10 years ago.  Our 
first projects were to supply a computer to a small church in Mexico and some equipment 
to a mobile medical unit in Paraguay.  My pastor, Billy Osigian at Calvary Chapel of 
Asheville NC invited us to set up under the church, after we had investigated setting up 
our own tax deductible organization receiving quotes of several thousands of dollars from 
lawyers and CPA’s.  We were working fulltime and supporting families.  We could not 
see spending 5 to 10 thousand dollars when that money could be used to help some of our 
favorite people, medical missionaries.   
Then there was the project to provide the missionary nurse in southern India with a 
rechargeable otoscope and ophthalmoscope.  We had the usual short notice.  Jim called 
Rick Wood at Samaritan’s Purse who generously gave us a transformer if we could meet 
him in Boone, NC.  There was not enough time to ship it.  Rick waited in the warehouse 
for Jim to arrive and proceeded to offer Jim a job full time in missions!  Jim prayed about 
it and accepted.  We thought about shutting down MedEquip Missions at the time.  Jim 
was the biomed and I am a physician’s assistant with 20+ years in Orthopedic Surgery.  
Several things happened that led us to keep the doors open.  Jim’s experience and 
association with Rick and ‘the Purse’ have kept us from making greenhorn mistakes.  The 
association has been very beneficial to both parties.   

While Jim was still with MedEquip Missions 
we made the decision to become the 28th 
member organization of Technical Exchange 
for Christian Healthcare, Inc. (TECH).  
TECH now has 106 ministries devoted to 
evangelical medical missions worldwide.  

Check them out at www.techmd.org   We committed ourselves to the guidelines of the 
TECH organization.  MedEquip Missions, a ministry of Helps International Ministries 
pushes no Junk for Jesus!   
    

JUNK  
FOR  
JESUS   

 
Missionaries concerned about offending their donors will not complain when garbage is 
sent.  The Used Tea Bag Syndrome(UTBS) is abuse of 
missionary physicians – period.   
You have never heard of UTBS?  It is the belief that a 
missionary will be grateful for and can use anything.  So 
we send them our used tea bags so they can get the 
second cup of tea.  If they complain we consider them 
ungrateful and cut off further donations.  This IS NOT 
A JOKE.   



We do not participate in this abuse.  We will do all in our power to send good product to 
support these heroes in often unsafe and difficult places on the earth.  We send equipment 
that we believe will have a life of at least 3 – 5 years.  Appropriate matching of 
equipment to the needs of the hospital is important as well.  For example, if there is no 
surgical practice, don’t send an electrosurgical unit.  An example of appropriate 
modification (picture on the right):  Worldwide Lab Improvement partnered with us to 
provide a battery operated light source for a microscope to a clinic that was 4 hours 

beyond the last light pole on dry days-one to two weeks 
during the rainy season!  
With the issue of repairing equipment before it leaves the 
United States, we have added repairing equipment on the 
mission field.  What follows is a report of a trip that 
MedEquip Missions has led to Guatemala.   
Guatemala July 19 – 27: 
TriMedx Foundation covered Todd Poor’s expenses and time 
to go to Guatemala to follow up on a major donation of 6 
Modulus 2 anesthesia machines they had donated.  TriMedx 
partnered with Vine International to ship these units from 

Indianapolis to Guatemala. Dennis Rice met us at the airport in Guatemala City and took 
us to Quetzaltenango where Doris Rice makes sure 
we don’t loose weight.   
  We were asked to help the regional hospital in 
Quetzaltenango by a local Baptist missionary.  This 
hospital has 124 residents in a variety of specialties.  
Six hundred surgery cases are done a month.  The 
anesthesia machines we are replacing are models 
from the 1950’s.  The anesthesia department fed us 
in a restaurant and honored the work Todd and 
TriMedx Foundation did for them there and we got to ‘exchange’ speeches.  My ‘speech’ 
turned into a time of testimony of the power of Jesus Christ to change the life of a sinner 
like me.  This group was real excited and so very grateful.  Please pray for further 
direction in this particular hospital and continued presence there.  The personnel director 
of the hospital made us a large pot of red beans, chicherones (you may not want to know 
what that is) and rice.  Great food!  I am working on a line of clothing with plastic lined 
pockets so I can bring meals like that home!!   
These machines were packed in wooden crates 
hand made by Todd’s carpenter friends in St. 
Vincent Health Systems in Indianapolis IN.  The 
anesthesia machines arrived in prime condition. 
The picture shows us trying to break into one of 
those Fort Knox boxes.  I’ll let these guys work on 
my house any day.  Thanks gentlemen (get Todd 
to tell you about the clutch on this truck-what 
clutch?).   
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Starting at top left   1.) Children are cute no matter where they are.  In Comitancillo 
Guatemala she had a 50/50 chance to make it from birth to 5 years old.   2.) Modulus 2 
anesthesia machine that survived 9 miles of very bad road.   3.) Ambulance donated by 
Reemes Creek Fire Department to Jeff Burns of the JAMES Project, tweaked by 
MedEquip Missions and HIM staffers, driven to Florida, painted, rewired and shipped to 
Guatemala, then driven across country by Rick and Karen Smart to final destination.  A 
fine example of the body of Christ networking to get ‘er done!   4.) Todd tweaking the 
machine (do you know that Todd in Spanish is pronounced TOAD!?!)   5.) The Maum 
Indian people have just received the Scripture in their mother tongue.  They are the brunt 
of racism in this part of the world.  This Christian hospital project supported by multiple 
churches (Trinity Evangelical Free Church in Florida and Biltmore Baptist here in 
Asheville among others) and missions seeks to serve the least of these and shares the 
need of Jesus with each patient.   6.) Jim Ferguson trying to get his biomed tech degree!   
7.) With the elevation over 8,000 feet the air gets thin, therefore for personal reasons I 
want to make sure the defibrillator works.   8.) Dennis Rice taking a monitor through its 
paces.   
 
We consider Dennis and Doris Rice with Vine International as invaluable team members.  
They set the itinerary and get us to the greatest need, provide ground transportation and 
translation services.  They always brag on us in their newsletters, but this would not 
happen without this couple on the ground in Guatemala.  Woody Woodson and Bruce 
White are Vine International – USA and are responsible for shipping and supplying much 
of what these hospitals depend on.  Vine International has dedicated secure space to 
MedEquip Missions for a biomed shop in central Guatemala with tools and testing 
equipment provided by Saluda Foundation.  God put these ministries together and it is 
going to be exciting to see where we go in the next few years.  At this time MedEquip 
Missions, a ministry of Helps International Ministries has committed to twice a year 
teams.  (let me know if you are interested in this kind of service!) 



Dennis Rice has snooped out another rural clinic, potential hospital in Chocola, south of 
the volcanoes that surround Lake Atitlan.  People WALK 3 to 5 hours to obtain medical 
care from Dr. Sergio Castillo in three buildings the government has donated to him.  One 
of the most common injuries he sees is machete wounds.  It is tradition to give a machete 
to 5 year old boys as a right of passage.  I think I was 9 or 10 when I got my first pocket 
knife and I immediately cut myself!   
This ministry needs basic electricity, water and some construction before we go much 
further with their equipment needs.  Dr. Castillo has a big heart and big vision to try and 
meet the needs of his people.  He actively shares the Gospel.  
While interviewing him he said, “I have a heart for my people, 
just empty hands!”  He had purchased the large autoclave to 
the right, but the seller had removed the steam generator.  The 
surgical table was an old manual table with a couple of the 
functions malfunctioning.  There were two 8 – 9 inch table top 
sterilizers that worked, too few light bulbs, and the ceiling tiles 
had mold growing in them.  Any plumbers, electricians, 
painters interested in helping this man get off the ground???  Let’s talk. 
 
Then we went to Cubulco north east of Guatemala City.  
“Centro Medico Cristiano Seniorita Elena” is almost at the 
end of the road started 30 years ago by Wycliffe Bible 
Translators and now run by AMG International (try this 
link for more information 

http://amg.gospelcom.net/amg/PPF/pg/hospitals/toc/cubulco/default.asp ).  When we 
arrived they were celebrating the patron saint of Cubulco (James) by firing rockets in 
the air and did so throughout the church service we attended that evening.  This 
hospital sees over 15,000 patients each year and everyone is witnessed to at least 
once.  Several churches have been planted over the years.  They seem to be well 
supported and much of the equipment was well maintained.  Buses and roosters 
added to the night noises alllll night.  We reported for duty early on Monday morning 
and I was first in the room.  So I got the pleasure of dispatching the snake.   

Todd and I went to work.  Doris took pictures noting that I tore the machines apart and 
Todd put them together again.  Hey, why do think my knick name is ‘Sledge Hammer’ on  
building projects.   We worked all day and were able to improve on some of the 
equipment.  They need a diagnostic ultrasound unit and a good microscope.  The quality 
of electrical supply in developing countries often leaves much to be desired.  It is hard on 
sensitive medical equipment.  Biomed techs are needed very much in these ministries to 
keep them up to speed.  We have been well received where ever we have appeared.   
 Men like Todd Poor, Marty Hand (see next month’s letter), Rick 
Wood and others of you that are volunteering in medical mission 
work are too few and far between.  I encourage those of you that 
have an interest in this kind of service to contact these guys and 
ask them about their experience.  The talents that biomedical 
technicians are blessed with are among the most needed skills in 

“I have 
a heart 
for my 
people, 
just 
empty 
hands!” 
Dr. 
Castillo 



medical missions throughout the developing world.  The requests for help from these 
awesome people are growing faster than our ability to supply their 
need.  I can tell you that Todd is a tremendous blessing to Christian 
medical missions in Guatemala, but he will tell you he is the one 
blessed.   Pray about your role in partnering with MedEquip 
Missions, a ministry of HIM.   
I will share about the trip Marty Hand and I did to Dominican 
Republic next month.   
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 “From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of 
Jesus.”   
Paul was upset that false teachers had followed him and were teaching the Galations that 
Christ was not enough.  In order to be worthy of heaven and relationship with God they 
needed to follow the law as given to Moses.  They needed to follow the rules, such as 
being circumcised.  If Paul were a southerner he would have said, “HOGWASH!”  Read 
the whole letter.  In six short chapters one can see both Paul’s anger and love for these 
churches he planted..  In this verse Paul is saying very graphically that he is Christ’s to do 
with as God desires. 
The word brand-marks in the New American Standard translation above is the word used 
to translate the Greek word stigmata.  Look around you friends and you will see stigmata 
on many of your friends and acquaintances.  Piercings, tattoos, scarification by burning is 
on the rise here in the USA as well.  All these are stigmata to the old Greeks.  In the time 
that Paul was speaking the following were in practice: 

1.) Roman soldiers would tattoo or burn into their arms the name of the general over 
their legion.  I guess that would help one to make sure the general lives a long 
time to keep from having to ‘erase’ a name and add another!  

2.) Slaves were pierced distinctively or the name of their owner might be tattooed on 
them. 

3.) Escaped slaves were branded with their crime and their Achilles tendons were cut.  
It is recorded that Herodotus in the Temple of Hercules in Egypt would brand 
escaped slaves as devotees of Hercules.  It was then illegal to do the slave harm. 

4.) Criminals in some cities were branded with their crime.  Shades of the Scarlet 
Letter…. 

5.) Devotees to false gods would be tattooed with the name of the pagan god they 
served.   

What stigmata did Paul bear?  2 Corinthians 11:23-25 says, “…beaten times without 
number, often in danger of death.  Five times I received… thirty-nine lashes.  Three times 
I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, etc.”  I imagine Paul bore more scars on his 
body than all of us combined.  They bore witness to his boldness to stand up for Christ.  
Often, if not always, he could have avoided these beatings if he had just kept his mouth 
shut or if he had compromised the message that God placed on his heart.   
But were these the stigmata that Paul meant?  He said “the stigmata of Jesus,” and not the 
stigmata of Paul.  Now obviously these scars were received because of his service to 
Jesus and therefore the simplest meaning is that Paul’s scars were there for Christ’s sake.  



But I wonder if Paul was not thinking of the man-made scars on the head, hands, feet and 
side of God who gave His life for us.  Paul’s scars were small and paled when held 
against the cross of Christ (see Galatians 6:14).   
Friends, I ask myself and you, is Christ so real, so thoroughly in possession of us that 
when we minister, we walk on wounded feet and extend wounded hands to those He puts 
in our path?  Jesus was pierced, sacrificed in our place.   
Christ was real.  Christ was so real to Paul that it was the brand-marks of Christ that he 
bore.  Is Christ that real to us?  Do you see the fruit of that reality in your life? 
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Biomeds for Christ 
c/o MedEquip Missions, a ministry of Helps International Ministries 

573 Fairview Road 
Asheville, NC 28803 

 
Phone: 

(828) 277-3812 
Fax: 

(828) 274-7770 
 

E-Mail: 
Dmccutcheon 

@helpsintl.com 
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